Sermon: Where Have You Come From and Where Are You Going?

Rev. Laura Adelia June 22, 2008 Genesis 21:8 -21

Wel |l , here we Rhoenig asummerpomus. For those of us who

have endured many years of | i viyougnowtkat e know t h
feeling, when the temperatures go well over 110 degrees, and the days are

l ong, and in the afternoon, as the heat burns
bl ast of air hits you as Yyou yakhow, thatfedisgs t he p
in the pit of your stomach, that sl i ght feeling of dread, perha
we go again, another summer in Phoenix! And itodés only the beginn
Tom is in Denver this weekend. You know , heis notfrom Phoenix , noris he

used to living in the heat. He said to me the other day , Ohow ¢beopley dou

it?o0 meani ng | i keren Welljhow do wve? Hove do tve deal with

knowing we have yet another long hot summer to endure? Leave town

whenever we can  for cooler temperatures? Neve r go outside? Tell ourselves,

0tléds snootbad! 6 Could be worse!

In fact thereis a deeper question hereé how do we deal with fear?
Fear, the great emotion that can warn us, paralyze us, even destroy us, if we

letit . Fear has many offshoots, or variations. | think we know them all;
anger, anxiety, depression, worry, dread, distrust, and so on. Hey, we are
Americans inthe 21 *' century, there is always something to worry about!! But

it all comes down to fear - how to deal with it?
There are many great and wonderful stories about courageous people
overcoming their fears and impossible circumstances. There are also

numerous psychological methods and practices to overcome fear, self help
books, meditation s, even Podcasts to listen to on how to overcome fear!

But o ne of my favorites, Is the st ory of Hagar, the Egyptian slave girl of Sarah
and Abraham.  She is often overlooked. What can we learn from Hagar?

OK, we are going back in time, way back, about four thousand years  ago or so,

toa hot desert dry | andés oun:dalahdacnalletl Caaaar? , The pl e
modern day southern Israel. The cast of characters; Abraham, patriarch of

the three future world monotheistic religions, Sarah, Abrahambés wif e
Hagar , Sar aho6s. Ohhges,waaso hagei rlls hmael |, Ha,qar 6 s son
| saac, Ssamr. ahos
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OK, most of us know the story , Sarah and Abraham could not seem to have

children . They were getting up in age, and really needed an heir. So, as was

the custom of the day, Sarah sen t her servant girl Hagar to Abraham to be her

surrogate. Inthi s way, Sarah could claim Hagardéds chil
offers Hagar to Abraham , and Abraham obliges, (no problem there!l!) . Soon

Hagar is with child

However, allis not  domestic bliss in the Abraham I Sarah 7 Hagar household .
When Hagar becomes pre  gnant, Sarah, gets jealous and complains to
Abraham.

Sarahés f ear mjaalousy e. Because odtkat fear, Sarah dealt
harshly with Hagar . How many of us have done that before? Hagar wanting
to avoid Sar ahos rtamgwhyantotha des nerts s |,

Hagar at first dealt with her fears by avoidance, runningaway . How many
of us have done that before?

So Hagar is outin the desert and she is approached by an angel of God, who

says, fAHagar é. where have you come frompk and wh
about that quest i onwhér@have gou comenfeom,tamd.

where are you going ?

Hagar explains , butt he angel tells her to go back home

Ok, so what happens next? Yes, Hagar goes back home and  gives birthto  her
son, Ishmael. But then, the plo t thickens!

Soon Sarah amazingly becomes pregnant . This is no small feat, as Sarah was
supposedly beyond child bearing years . But lo and behold, Sarah has a son,
Isaac.

So, then what happens? Well, once again domestic disharmony. Sarah tells

Abraha m to cast out Hagar and her son Ishmael !

Why would she want to do such a thing? It seems so mean! ltés really al
about fear.

Needless to say, this distresses Abraham greatly . He seeks Godébés counse
God assures him all will be well. So here, how d oes Abraham deal with his

distress and fear? He seeks Godds counsel
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So Abraham casts out Hagar & Ish mael, giving Hagar only a skin of water and
some bread tolive on . And off they are sent into the heat of the desert
wilderness.

Now, | rememberrea ding this story when | was younger, and thinking, Oh my
gosh, poor Hagar ! She got a raw deal! She has no say in anything that
seems to happento her !

Ever feel like that? That you seem to have little or no control over the events
happening in your | ife? Actually, | think we like to think we are in control, but
in many ways wereally arendt .

So it seems, Hagar has no control over the eventsin  her life. She is offered to

be Abr a h asurdogate wife, and has no sayinthis . T hen she gets pregnant,

no say in this either! She is obedient,andt hen she hasason . But now sheis

being expelled from her home, into the desert . Some reward for all she has

been through ! Off into the desert with one skin of water and a piece of bread.

Almostcertaind eat hét he desert in southern | srael S
than Phoenix in July!!

So, what happens to Hagar and Ishmael?

Well, it doesndt take | o rogdahdwatert h®oam, Hagar r un ou't
cannot bare the sight of watching her son die. S 0, she places him under a
bush, and goes ashort distance away and cries.

And then what happens? God intervenes ,and appearsto her,and says,
fiHagar, Be Not Afraid 0! Inher momentof her utmost fear, anguish, panic
and being atthe absolute edge,her feyes ar & Shetlenssesa well
of water ! As we know i n the desert, water is life. And they live !

Ever been like that? At the edge? On the precipice? The end of your rope?
All frantic with fear, worry or anxiety about a situation in your life? Lostin fear
& youcanot drdee cléarly ?

|l tds | i ke those t iloolengfonstmethingynpartang r e like an
importantpaper, and you | ust ! cSauifling thrdughrdesk draivers,

closets é looking everywhere, even in the refrig erator! And nothing! And then,

once you get your bearings, calm down, thereitis in plain sight! It was right

in front of you all along! Like the song says, AfBe not afrai
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al wayso. We sometimes forget t haturdackest real |y
times.

We can live in fear, worry and stress or we can livein  faith, love & hope . In
which do you live? Fear? Orlove? Where are you? And where are you going?

ltds a Jjourney to be sure. |l ndi viduaak |l y or as
ShadowRock, i t s been qui t be caurch aswabount&yglose for July ,

the Summer Sabbath is almost upon us! W hen we return in Augustw e will

have a new senior minister! And a new Music Director ! What does the future

hold for us at Shadow R ock? Where have we come from? And w here are we

going?

One thing is for sure, we will all have much more peace and happiness if we
face the future with courage and hope, knowing that God is with us !

And what about you? Is there something you would like to do, something you

dreamof doing, but are held back by t hethéfeassros of fip
Awhat peopld sayaboutme ?0 origood t hi n g il Inevér bapperh a t

to maad or the fears of ,Aidr nfalydé myoting detc?l d f f 0O

Now, you might be wondering, whatever did happen to Hagar and Ishmael?

Well we know they lived. But where did they go, what happened to them? | n
the Bible, the story of Hagar and Ishmael just k ind of ends . However, i tdoes
note that Ishmaelw i | | be a father of a great nationébu

both kind of fade into history.

But interestingly, Hagar and Ishmael become of high prominence & importance

in the stories of another Abrahamic monotheistic religion. Itis said that Hagar,
was guided by the angel Gabriel made it all the way down to Mecca, in Arabia.

The descendants of her son Ishmael, become the future people of Arabia . Two
people that almost died in the desert, who almost disappear from history, ha d
a great purpose to fulfil 16 mo r e tthey probably could have ever imagined !

We can live in fear or we can live in love and hope. The choice is ours!

Amen!
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