December 2, 2018

A Service of Celebration for The First Sunday of Advent
THE CREATIVE BREATH
Meditation
The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon
the likes of which we have never seen before.
It is not possible to keep it from coming, because it will.
That’s just how Advent works.
What is possible is to not see it, to miss it,
to turn just as it brushes past you.
And you begin to grasp what it was you missed,
like Moses in the cleft of the rock,
watching God’s hindquarters fade in the distance.
So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry.
Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder.
There will be time enough for running. For rushing.
For worrying. For pushing.
For now, stay. Wait.
Something is on the horizon.
Jan Richardson, Night Visions

Prelude
Our Great Band

Greeting and Announcements
Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Seasonal Meditation Music

Angel Song

Our Great Music

by John Paige

Call to Worship
Karen Dritsas and Rev. Ken Heintzelman

The candle is lit and we observe a few moments of silence
Ken: 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. Jesus, the Word made flesh,
was with God in the beginning. Through Jesus all things
were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made.' (John 1:1-3)
'... And the Spirit (the breath) of God was hovering over
the waters.' (Genesis 1:2)
Karen: Creative God, breath of all life
Through whom all things
are created and sustained;
all sons and daughters,
flocks and herds,
all birds of the air,
and fish of the sea.
You walked this earth
as child and Creator.
You touched the soil,
quenched your thirst,
embraced this world,
brought life and light,
love and laughter,
into dark and death-filled lives.
Creative God, breath of all life,
through whom all things are created and sustained,
All:
We bring to you our song from
contrite and willing hearts.

Karen: O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orders all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go.
All:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel,
Shall come again and with us ever dwell!
Singing Our Faith

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
by Thomas Helmore

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Chorus
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go.
Chorus
3. O come, Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Chorus

4. O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Chorus
Centering Prayer
Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Special Music
Gaudete

And the Spirit (the breath) of God
was hovering over the waters.'

By David Haas

A Word About Life
Rev. Ken Heintzelman

The Table of Jesus means there is something of sustenance and
meaning for every human being. It begins with grace and
acceptance. It is not possible to keep such gifts of the Table from
coming, because they will come. Such inevitability of love cannot
be held back nor rushed.
That’s just how Advent works. Even though such love is as certain
as the tides and the stars it is possible to not see it, to miss it,
to turn just as it brushes past you. And when you begin to grasp
what it was you missed, you become an incarnation of our
congregation. When you begin to realize you missed it you
become like Moses in the shadow of the rock watching God’s
backside fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder.
Wait. Behold. Wonder. Take and Eat. Take and drink. There will
be time enough for running. For rushing. For worrying. For
pushing. For now, stay. Waiting for grace is the spirit of Advent.
Something is on the Table for you.

Special Music
Soloist Kendra Merritt

Midnight Hallelujah
by Cliff Duren

Table Prayer
Led by Karen Dritsas and Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Ken:

Let us pray.
Imagine throwing a pebble into the center of a pond, and
the circles of ripples that move out from the center.

We pray first for those closest to us, our immediate
family and closest friends - for their health, needs, joys
and fears. (Silent prayer)
God of creation, God of Salvation.
All:
Hear the prayers of our hearts.
Karen: We pray for our extended family and friends who we
might not see each week - for their love and concern, for
their wellbeing. (Silent prayer)
God of creation, God of Salvation.
All:
Hear the prayers of our hearts.
Ken: As the ripples reach out toward the land we pray for those
who we only have contact with annually or less - for a
blessing this Advent-time. (Silent prayer)
God of creation, God of Salvation.
All:
Hear the prayers of our hearts.
Karen: And as the ripples reach their furthest point, we pray for
this world and its people - for the needs of this week and
the future. (Silent prayer)
God of creation, God of Salvation.
Who speaks to us through thunder and whisper,
Who loves us as if there were but one of us to love.

All:
Ken:

All:
Karen:
Ken:
Karen:
Ken:
Karen:
Ken:
Karen:
All:
Ken:
All:

Hear the prayers of our hearts.
Long ago so our meal tradition says, Jesus came in the
humble birth of a child, a child of amazing and divine
love, a child of Mary's 'yes’, a child of Joseph's acceptance,
a child of our humanity.
We pledge ourselves to be embodiments
of the dream he dreamed.
Long ago our tradition also says, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, and broke it:
'This bread is broken, as my body will be’.
And he handed it to his friends, inviting them to eat:
‘Remember all that I have been to you'.
Long ago our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup of wine,
offered thanks for it, and gave it to his friends:
'This wine is poured out as my life will be poured out.
As you drink give thanks for all I have given'.
May this gathering of this community of faith be
comforted and challenged during this Advent season.
May people see in us the courage and the generosity
that characterized Jesus' life.
Today we ritualize and celebrate the inclusive table
practices of Jesus.
May this holy meal empower each of us to become
partners in the Great Work of healing all people, all
nations, and all the planet.

Please come forward because all are welcome.
We offer gluten-free bread at the station closest to
the pulpit. Our offering for the communion baskets is
dedicated to Family Promise.
Station 1 (Piano Side)
Karen Dritsas and Susan Lee
Station 2
Reta Rainwater and Patricia StandTal Clarke
Station 3
Tim Mikkelsen and Ashley Halawith
Station 4 (Pulpit Side and Gluten Free)
Lois Beberniss and Jim Robbins

Invitation to Give
Karen Dritsas

As an accepted, reconciled and empowered people let us give our
offerings for the work of ministry in this place and beyond.
Offering and Offertory

Infant Holy, El Shaddai

Shared by the Cornerstone Chorale

arr. By Jay Rouse

Dedication of Ourselves and Offerings
Led by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

One:

All:

May the atmosphere, the creative breath of God
enveloping us, penetrate every pore of our planet and
activate all those impulses needed to keep every life
affirmed, every dream alive, every voice singing and every
child dancing.
May the creative breath of God make every moment
new and grace filled.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

These are the times!
We are the people.
All of Creation is blessed!
May we love all and serve all!
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Amen.
Amen.

Finale
Shared by the Cornerstone Chorale

Sending Forth Song

Sing, Sing Noel!
Arr. By Mark Burrows

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Spiritual

Chorus
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere,
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.
Chorus
2. The Shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.
Chorus
3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.
Chorus
4. All humankind be joyful, for love was born that night.
And through the birth of Jesus, God sent a joyous light.
Chorus

An Advent Calming Service
At Shadow Rock, we often talk about taking a comprehensive view
of life. This means accepting, with equanimity, life’s ups and
downs, beauties and horrors, and finding a way to celebrate life’s
larger meanings. During Advent, we sometimes find ourselves
pushed toward sparkles and energetic singing. While this can be a
good thing, a comprehensive view of life invites us to celebrate
even in the midst of pain, loss, grief, and imperfection… seeing
life clearly. Maybe this service would be a gift to your spirit during
this season. All are welcome.
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