GRATITUDE

November 24, 2019

A Service of Solemnity and Joy
Prelude

Forever Young

Our Great Band

Greeting and Announcements
Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Gathering of Spirits—Word and Song
Acknowledgement of the Land as an Act of Reconciliation
Shared by Rev. Liana Rowe

For far too long, colonization has instructed the collective memory
to forget that the earth beneath our feet is ancestral land of
Indigenous Peoples going back countless generations. As part of
our journey together, we are called onward through the practices of
remembering and acknowledging.
We begin by acknowledging the First Peoples of this land and
recognizing that this is tribal land. As such, we give thanks to the
spirits of this land. We acknowledge Yavapai Nation, Maricopa,
Salt River, Gila River, and Tohono O’odham Nation. We recognize
and aspire to follow the ongoing example set by tribal nations of a
sacred relationship with the land.
In the midst of our celebrations and
gratitude, as we decorate and prepare
our meals, we acknowledge and
mourn our settler heritage because
we covenant with each other to have
a comprehensive view of life.

Call to Worship
Led by Rev. Liana Rowe

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:

With faith to face our history, our challenges, our doubts,
With love that casts out fear,
With hope to trust tomorrow,
We accept this day as the gift it is:
a reason for rejoicing.
So, with gratitude, let us celebrate the richness and diversity
of life. Please stand if you are comfortably able and let us
sing!

Seasonal Songs of Faith — We Gather Together
We gather together to ask for your blessing.
To live in community seeking your way.
Empowering all by the hope that you engender,
Grant courage and wisdom to follow your way.
Centering Prayer
Shared by Rev. Liana Rowe

Come Ye Thankful People Come
Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;
all is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

Sharing of Spirits—Giving and Celebrating
This time of celebration is our sharing together moments in our own
lives and our life together in community! These might include
birthdays, life passages, and works of peace and justice.

Celebration Song O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Chorus
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
2.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go.
Chorus

3.

O come, Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease;
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Chorus

4.

O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Chorus

Invitation to Give
Led by Rev. Liana Rowe

One:
All:

Our offerings for the celebration of life, in this place and
beyond, shall now be received. Let us pray together.
Spirit of Life and Love, this morning we prepare our
space. Let us also prepare our hearts and spirits for
the coming of Christ. Bless our gifts this day. May
we and these gifts be put to work in the world in
service of peace. Amen.

Offering and Offertory

The Way We Love

Shared by the Cornerstone Chorale

by Joseph M. Martin

A Song to Decorate and Celebrate
Deck the Halls
Traditional, with verses 2 & 3 by Rod Reinhart
1. Deck the halls with boughs of holy,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
‘Tis the season to be jolly,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
Don we now our gay apparel,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
While we sing a yuletide carol,
Fa la la la la la la la la

2. Forward now to peace and freedom,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
There a little child shall lead them,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
Break the chains of war and slavery,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
Pray with courage.
Work with brav’ry,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
3. Dance away your victim’s silence,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
Bring an end to fear and violence,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
War and hatred? No and never!
Fa la la la la la la la la.
Peace on Earth, we sing forever,
Fa la la la la la la la la.
Feeding of Spirits with the Word About Life
There are two reasons to switch Thanksgiving and Christmas.
1. People already like celebrating Christmas after Halloween. They
decorate, shop, put up their trees, etc. This is nearly 2 months
before December 25th, and overshadows Thanksgiving.
2. In the rush to start everything Christmas, the Thanksgiving
holiday gets short-changed. At the time when we should be
celebrating the gratefulness we have for what we have in
America, we are actually focused on the next holiday that
happens almost a month later.
From the Woody and Jim Radio Show

11) May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from
his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything
with patience, while joyfully 12) giving thanks to the Spirit of Life
and Love, who has enabled us to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. 13) God has rescued us from the power of
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of God’s beloved
Child, 14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. 15) Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation; 16) for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and
for him. 17) He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 18) Jesus is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come
to have first place in everything. 19) For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, 20) and through him God was pleased
to reconcile to
God’s self all
things, whether
on earth or in
heaven, by making
peace through the
blood of the
cross.
From
Colossians 1.

The Word About Life
Shared by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

The Parting of Spirits and Loving the World
Words for Mission and Sending Forth
Led by Rev. Ken Heintzelman
One: As we depart one from another, we acknowledge the
emotional and spiritual whiplash that we may
experience as seasons change and our lives switch
gears.
All: Let us be gentle with ourselves and with one
another in these times of transition. Let us not
tire of gratitude but continue to see life as a gift.
One: May this week bring us through times of
vulnerability and grace and wonder. Even as our
minds grasp the complexity of reality, may our hearts
feel secure and generous.
All: We gathered in thankfulness; we depart in
anticipation of Advent’s joy and light.
One: These are the times!
All:
We are the people.
One: All of Creation is blessed!
All:
May we love all and serve all!
One: May God be with you.
All:
And also with you.
One: Amen.
All:
Amen.

Sending Forth Song

Joy To The World
by G.F. Handel and Issac Watts

1.

Joy to the world! The Lord is come!
Let earth its praises bring;
Let every heart prepare Christ room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.

2.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns,
Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3.

Christ rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove,
The glories of God’s righteousness
And wonders of God’s love,
And wonders of God’s love,
And wonders, and wonders of God’s love.

2019 Advent Themes
Adventure Time is the
overall theme for our
Advent season. Think
in terms of a pilgrimage and a quest. What
will we find and what
will we learn about
ourselves along the
way?

12/1:

From Conflict to Peace

12/9:

From Sorrow to Joy

12/16:

From Despair to Hope

12/23:

From Apathy to Birth

Meditation
The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon
the likes of which we have never seen before.
It is not possible to keep it from coming, because it will.
That’s just how Advent works.
What is possible is to not see it, to miss it,
to turn just as it brushes past you.
And you begin to grasp what it was you missed,
like Moses in the cleft of the rock,
watching God’s hindquarters fade in the distance.
So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry.
Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder.
There will be time enough for running. For rushing.
For worrying. For pushing.
For now, stay. Wait.
Something is on the horizon.
Jan Richardson, Night Visions

DECORATING TO-DO LIST
Hang greenery and/or other decorations on the
banisters
Decorate the tree closest to the elevator
Decorate the modesty rails in front of the choir
Decorate the communion table
Set up hurricane lamps in the windows with music,
fairy lights, and greenery
Arrange the nativity sets under the two Narthex
trees
Use painter’s tape to place music cones along the
sides of the center pews
Hang wreathes on the main doors from the narthex
to the sanctuary
Add other decorations as you see fit!
There are two decorations that we would like everyone to help
with. First, please choose a Chrismon and hang it on the large
tree in the narthex. Second, please use one of the provided
white squares to write a Christmas wish or message. These
messages will be made into a small tree for our communion
table. These activities can be done during the decorating
time, or as you leave after the service today. Thanks for your
participation!
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