We Covenant One With Another
Prelude
Our Great Band

Greeting and Announcements
Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Sing Our Greeting to Each Other
(All are welcome to this time and place.
We especially welcome those who are visiting with us this
morning as we begin the wedgeblade season of Advent.)

Gathered here in
Gathered here in
Gathered here in
Spirit draw near.

the mystery of the hour.
one strong body.
the struggle and the power,
(Sing two times).

Advent Liturgy
Led by Sue Stuart

One: The Gospel of John speaks of Jesus as a true
light coming into the world. In commemoration of
that coming, we light candles for the four weeks
leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming of
Christ.

It is significant that the church has always used that
language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a
deep truth. Christ is coming. Christ is always coming,
always entering a troubled world, and always entering a
wounded heart. And so we light the first candle, the
candle of peace, and dare to express our longing for
peace, for healing, and the well-being of all creation.
All: Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, we
open all the dark places in our lives and memories
to the healing light of Christ. Show us the creative
power of peace. Prepare our hearts to be
transformed by you, that we may walk in the light
and peace of Christ.
(Contributed by Jeanyne Slettom
This liturgy, which includes candle lighting, was written to reflect
a process-relational theology.)

Singing Our Faith
Please stand if you are comfortably able

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy
people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let us find
our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the
earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing
heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a
king,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious
kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts
alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy
glorious throne.

Being That Sensitive Part of Society
Celebrations
Led by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Celebration Song
I feel good
(echo) I feel good
I feel great
(echo) I feel great
I think it's time
(echo) I think it's time
To celebrate
(echo) to celebrate
Whether it's your birthday, anniversary, or you're
just having a good day
We're glad you're here
(echo) we're glad you're here
To celebrate
(echo) to celebrate

We celebrate
(echo) We celebrate
Your being here
(echo) your being here
With being itself in history
(echo) history
No matter who, or what, or where you are on the
journey of life
You're welcome here
(echo) you're welcome here
To celebrate
We're glad you're here
(echo) we're glad you're here
To celebrate
Yeah!
Recognition of New Members and Friends
Shared by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Invitation and Introductions
Shared by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Sharing Our Covenant
Led by our Board Vice President, Jim Robbins

We covenant one with another to be that sensitive and
responsive part of human society which perceives and
responds to God’s newest thrust in the midst of
history. The uniqueness and greatness of every life is
radically affirmed. Our task together demands a
comprehensive view of life, always pointed

intentionally to the future. Our life together will involve
us individually and corporately in study and worship,
always maintaining a proper balance between proclamation of the Word about life with the deeds which
make life good. Those activities which eliminate age
barriers, cut across religious dogma, reduce cultural
parochialisms and engage secular people with life’s
ultimate possibilities will be worthy of our best efforts.
Welcoming and Claiming New Members
Led by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

One:

We welcome you into the fellowship of Shadow
Rock United Church of Christ. Thank you for
claiming us and giving us the joy of claiming
you. We have welcomed, loved and served each
other and today we complete a full expression of
claiming and being claimed.

All:

The full expression comes only when we
have insured that every life is radically
affirmed and every person has a place at
the table of Creation. This is our work of
peace and justice. Thank you for what
each of you brings: experiences, insights,
enthusiasm, questions, faith, doubts, and
gifts for ministry. Together we are the
people of God in this place.

One:

Together we represent a unique and
unrepeatable presence of the Spirit of Life and
Love to the world.

Welcome Song

For Everyone Born
by Shirley Murray and Joy Patterson

1.

For everyone born, a place at the table
For everyone born, clean water and bread,
A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,
For everyone born, a star over head.
Chorus
And God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice and joy.

2.

For woman and man, a place at the table,
revising the roles, deciding the share,
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,
for woman and man, a system that’s fair.
Chorus

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY and BELONGING
Introduction: New Member
Let us pray. Source and Sustainer of life we name God, we
are gathered in your presence when we gather around this
bread and this cup.
All: The bread and cup represent the good things of
the earth and the graces of community that sustain
us. It is right that we give thanks and praise, and
tell our stories of celebration and connectedness.

Thanksgiving: New Member
In time beyond our dreaming Creating God hovered
over the water, and was revealed in fire and storm
and precious law. Likewise, humanity in this creative
likeness evolves on this earth, along with earth’s
minerals and waters, flowers and fruits, living
creatures of grace and beauty!
All: We offer God our thanks and praise.
One: The stories of our faith tradition tell us;
Noah was shown a rainbow, Moses gained courage to
free his people, Esther found new strength, and Ruth
stayed loyal.
All: We give thanks for women and men
in many different cultures, religions and times
who spoke about our connectedness with each
other, and with all the universe.
One: In this age and season, with TV, social media,
shopping and shorter days, we join in humanity’s
waiting with expectant hearts and hopeful spirits, as
we seek to discern love’s presence among us. So we
gather at the table with the hope of all people waiting
and working for a better life for all.
Bread and Wine 1: New Member
One: Long ago our tradition says that people
watched and waited for the breaking in of peace and
justice. They shared stories about swords being
beaten into plows and lions and lambs sharing
blankets and pillows. At the heart of our faith is the

celebration story when Jesus took bread and wine, gave
thanks and shared it. He said when bread is broken,
wine is poured, and a fellowship of love is created, then
the age that people long for is realized in our midst.
All: We pledge ourselves to be embodiments of
the dream Jesus dreamed.
One: It is through the goodness and effort of others,
that we have this bread and wine to offer...
Shout the word, bread! ALL: BREAD!
Whisper the word, bread. ALL: Bread…. (whisper)
Bread and Wine 2: New Member
We shout for those who do not have enough to eat and
we whisper as a promise to share whenever we can with
whoever we can. Shout the word, wine! ALL: WINE!
Whisper the word, wine. ALL: Wine… (whisper)
Bread and Wine III: New Member
We shout with conviction of the abundance of the earth
and we whisper with gratitude that like grapes and wine
we are gathered together and pressed and poured out
for the sake of love.
Invitation to Share: New Member
To eat and drink together reminds us of the deeper
aspects of human fellowship. The sharing of bread and
wine has been the most universal of all symbols of
community.

Communion Instructions
We are adding an experiential dimension to our Advent
Communion this morning. The ADVENTure Time theme is
about journey and pilgrimage. Journey to a communion
station, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup and receive a
“boon” for your journey to the manger.
In keeping with our values and culture our new members will
serve communion as their first act of service. Welcome to the
Table of Jesus; the table of inclusion, justice and spirituality.

Communion Song
1. I wonder as I wander
How Jesus the Savior
For poor on'ry people
I wonder as I wander

out under the sky,
did come for to die.
like you and like I...
out under the sky.

2. When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall,
And the promise of ages it then did recall.
3. If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing,
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King.
Invitation to Give
Shared by Sue Stuart

Our offerings for the celebration of life in this place and
beyond, for the furthering of justice, inclusion, and
spirituality, shall now be received.

Offering and Offertory

Angels We Have Heard on High

(It is a “Y’All Come” song)

Word About Life

Pilgrimage From Conflict to Peace

Shared by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

Words for Mission
Shared by Rev. Ken Heintzelman

One:

Take time, in the busyness of this season, for
quiet reflection— For the light of God’s love is
discernible everywhere.

All:

We will let ourselves be surprised by
wonder, and set aside time to offer quiet
thanks.

One:

The good news of Advent is this:
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming.

All:

We will welcome Christ into our hearts.
We will live lives worthy of the Gospel.
We will go forth in hope and in peace.

One:

These are the times

All:

We are the people.

One:

All of Creation is blessed!

All:

May we love all and serve all!

One:

God be with you

All:

And also with you.

One:

Amen

All:

Amen
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